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“One of the most exciting things for me in
Africa is the turnaround”
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The new virtues of local governance

" Supporting a growing process

The m1ssmg link

Bolstering local government in Kenya with EU funds

“If the state does not change, the decentralisation
reforms will lose much of their virtue”

Incomplete decentralisation process creating risks

Not ten...not a hundred.. .but a thousand
international cooperation links

The Diaspora and local government:
natural partners
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Media and Development Forum in Ouagadougou
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and African Union
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Aid effectlveness Forum disappoints some NGOs
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Launch of the EU-Africa pertner'ship'- fér‘s'eie'rlce'

" Ghana undertakes to control timber exports-_’te EU

REPORT
Surinam

Fountain of life for all

History as seen by the Amerindians ... . -
Ramdien Sardoje

“In economic terms, yes, we are doing well” -

'A small economy with huge potential

“Foundations for spatial planning: forests ecologmal
tourism and plantations

Good economic situation but too much bureaucracy
and sectarianism, according to the Chamber

" of Commerce and Industry

A certain balance between good govemance and
community-based allegiances

. Discovery. The natural heritage

Nola Hatterman Institute

Surinam-EU Cooperation

DISCOVERING EUROPE
Scotland

Scotland’s Hrghlands and Islands. An exube1ance'

. of natural assets

“A myrrad of inequaltiesy

Scotland’s international development pohcy N

. branches out
. Highlands and Islands on a high
" Scotch: from strength to strength- B

CREATIVITY

Africa in the Museums of Europe

" Images of women ;
’ 'PSICD, support for the vibrancy of Beninese cultiré
' Rarnai'Yade in her own words a

: Mandela, a comic book hero .‘

' FOR YOUNG READERS

‘Now we can be more efficient’
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Andrea Marchesini Reggiani

the new frontier of international'codbérétion'
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| Fondazioni4Africa’s logo

‘ince 2000, four Italian banking fon-
dations have individualy supported
development projects in the South,
closely guarding their autonomy.
Today, following a lengthy exchange of ideas,
they have decided to pool their experiences
to launch a common project in favour of
the refugees of North Uganda and the rural
populations of Senegal. Scheduled to last three
years, Fondazioni4Africa will have a budget
of €10.5M, plus €600,000 financed by the
Foundation Umano Progresso. International
foundations have also expressed their interest
in an initiative that could benefit from their
support.

The thinking behind this project is subsidi-
arity. Each organisation and institution invests
on the basis of the economic resources, mana-
gerial capacities and know-how it has acquired
over the years, in the belief that a project’s
success requires partnerships.
Fondazioni4Africa started up.in 2007 at the
time of organising work sessions' with NGOs
already present in the field and that made
available to foundations their privileged rela-
tions with local partners. Together they iden-
tified the sectors and forms of intervention
before finally deciding to set aside humanitar-
ian operations so as to intervene in territories
with a certain stability conducive to a long-
term project.

North Uganda is distinctive for the presence of
a weak associative network and the predomi-
nance of institutional actors such as the county
and subcounty. In the field, Fondazioni4Africa
intervenes in the framework of a Ugandan
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Government strategic plan that is designed
to encourage persons housed in camps for
displaced persons to return to their former vil-
lages, towns or transit camps in order to pro-
mote peace and development in the districts of
Gulu, Kitgum, Amuru and Pader.

Work began officially on 1 October 2008.
The field of action also implies both the
development of rural areas and of economic
activities plus water, health, education and
the management of a sustainable environ-
ment. The project adopts a multi-dimensional
and integrated approach to development that

the promoters believe will be better suited -

to meeting the socio-economic challenges of
North Uganda, namély bringing peace and
reconciliation to the populations, establish-
ing a solid community and social structure,
and finally reintegrating former combatants
(often child soldiers) into their communities.
The principal Italian organisations involved
in the project are: the African Medical and
Research Foundation (AMREF), Associazione
Volontari per lo Sviluppo Internazionale
(AVSI), Cooperazione e Sviluppo (CESVI),
and the Consortium CTM - Alfromercato
(with the stated objective of promoting the
sale of local products in Italy and Europe).

In a second initiative that started up last
November in Senegal, the principal protago-
nists are associations of Senegalese immi-
grants resident in Italy. The involvement of
these migrants is part of the diasporic philan-
thropy’s concept, a new field of intervention
that the foundations are promoting. The choice
of Senegal is not by chance: the Senegalese are

£
Private Sector § interaction g

For the first time, four Italian banking .
foundations — Compagnia di San Paolo,"
Fondazione Cariparma, Fondazione Cariplo j
and Fondazione Monté Paschi di Siena - have
teamed up in a joint humanitarian action in
Senegal and North Uganda.

the largest sub-saharian African community in
the regions of origin of the four Italian foun-
dations. The project aims to improve the eco-
nomic and social conditions of the populations
living in 4 rural and semi-urban environment
and this in key sectors for the development of
Senegal, such as responsible tourism, micro-
finance, fishing, production' ‘processes, fruit
processing and marketing, and dairy products.

This initiative also seeks to understand what

could be the most appropriate types of aid
and organisational metheds for énsuring the
smooth “running of projects within which
migrants associations become a factor for
co-development alongside the NGOs. The
former were.involved from the initial phases
of dra\iliii'g' up the project, showing particular
interést in responsible tourism, the promo-
tion of typlcal Senegalese’ ploducts the fish

processing industry and, in Italy, activities for

developmeiit education that include inviting
Senegalese 1nstructo1s to schools and col-
leges. ' :

Fmally, ’ the' foundations are'Séttihg g"reat
strengthenmg the link between: ‘the prov151on
of ‘Tunds and micro-finance act1v1tles, espe-
c1a11y in a1u1al env1ronment 2

g fo aly;” Compagnia
di San Paolo; Fondaznone Cariparma;
Fondazione Cariplo; Fondazione Monte
Paschi di Siena; migration; Senegal; rural
world; North Uganda; refugees; conflicts.
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